
April 7, 2006 
 
Dear Friend of Project Ethiopia, 
 
Ethiopian successes continue. The highlight of our February 20 – March 10 visit to Ethiopia was the 
growth of a network of local people who are happy to be helping.  Each community’s skilled workers 
caught the vision as Awoke Genetu, our Ethiopian partner and friend, negotiated with them and explained 
our projects to them and these workers reduced their prices below what Awoke offered in some cases.  
One said he would have profit taken in satisfaction, not money.   
 
Some specifics:  
The carpenter offered us a low price on desks and wished he could make all of them in a day so we could 
see them finished and in the classroom. (It took 2 weeks and they are in use.)   
The plumber was bargaining to put in holding tanks for the well with 10 faucets for the children.  After 
the explanation of what was happening he offered to do the job for less than Awoke had offered him and 
finished within the week.   
The well expert who will supervise construction and maintain the well cut his fee in half. 
The well diggers took less profit and, thankfully, hit water in only 18 feet.  
The seller of the faucets said she wanted to be involved and lowered her price considerably for faucets and 
fittings as her contribution.   
The community health workers in Dangla responded to the elementary school’s request to assess the 
students for trachoma and within days we knew that the problem is large (over 80% in Dangla and over 
90% in Walaji). 
 
So your donated money went even further in creating a better life for these children!  Our message to 
these schools is that you have generously given us the money because you wish the Ethiopian children to 
have some of the things we have.  The response is always “igziyabher yimmesgen” (Amharic for “may 
God be praised”).  One school director said to us “I know it isn’t you, and it isn’t them (meaning you who 
contributed), it is God.”  In a photo sent to us of the poorest students in their new uniforms, they hold a 
sign saying “Thank God”.   
 
This visit’s accomplishments were enhanced by the work of Awoke’s brother, Workneh Genetu, who 
lives and farms in Dangla and who coordinated our efforts with the Dangla Riverside elementary school, 
the nearby Bacha village elementary school and the Dangla high school. Workneh agreed to join us in our 
unpaid work to facilitate the projects. And he also helped us to spend your money wisely. 
 
 $2,005 A well with safe, clean water for Bacha elementary school  What a difference this will make!  
We were horrified to see the water students and villagers have to use - stream water shared with cattle 
walking and drinking and a tanner curing animal hides. Only 12% of rural Ethiopians have access to clean 
water. Ethiopia has ample ground water, but no money to access it with hand pumps and wells.   
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

Digging begins.                                         Water at 18 feet.                  Students don’t have to drink here now. 



 
 
$362  A water distribution system for better access to the Walaji elementary school well – two 500 liter 
tanks with 5 faucets each. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
$1,358  Uniforms, exercise books pencils and pens for the 205 very poor.  This is important as a set of 
clothing and for equality - not to be identified as “poor” in the classroom. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
$1,211  Desks for 126.  75 elementary students        $150 Two office chairs.   
              and 51 high school students                                   The director at Walaji school will not have to  
              share triple desks.                                                     sit on his 2-legged chair anymore.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Your generous donations have made these successes possible. Thank you. I hope you get goose bumps 
about what you have helped to do.  If you wish to help with the future plans, we thank you in advance.    
Any donation can be made payable to Project Ethiopia – ICC  
and mailed to Interfaith Community Church,  
1763 NW 62nd Street, Seattle, WA 98107. 
 
We are grateful to be doing this. 
It is very humbling to see so much goodwill. 
The students thank you. 
 
Dennis Wilkins and Judith Sanderman 

  

Problem:  Students wash or drink from the flow          Solution:  10 faucets from 2 holding tanks 
                 into other students’ drinking water 

   

   

 



Plans to begin September, 2006 
   

A latrine for each of the three elementary schools 
At present only 4% of rural Ethiopians use any latrine.  They defecate in open fields.  Culturally, girls and 
women learn to go to the fields only in darkness and do not relieve themselves during the day, thus 
having more bladder and kidney infections. The open feces are a breeding place for flies which spread 
disease. In rainy season the fecal material in fields is washed into the streams and lakes, spreading 
disease. In Ethiopia 230,000 children under 5 die yearly from diarrhea.*�Waterborne diseases are 
responsible for 80 percent of illnesses and deaths in the developing world. 
�

Good news: The sub species of flies that are eye-specific and spread trachoma from the pus and crust in 
one eye to the next eye CANNOT breed in latrines, only in open feces.  Ground water during rainy season 
CANNOT release any fecal material from these latrines since there is no pit in the ground. 
 
The school latrine will have dry (urine-diverting) toilets over double vaults. Urine and fecal compost will 
be free of pathogens after a year in the inactive vault.  Compost will be used for soil enrichment for crops 
before planting (not used for root vegetables). 
 
Even though, culturally, it is such a change to have a bathroom, the schools are eager to have a latrine that 
cannot pollute the ground water or well water and that will contribute to better health.  Students can wash 
their hands after going to the bathroom.  The building of latrines and the reduction in flies that spread 
trachoma will be done (hopefully) in conjunction with trachoma treatment for the students. 
 
One school has expressed a desire to have their Dangla Toilet Committee involved which is a wonderful 
way to enlarge the network of those working to improve the health of the community 
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Trachoma treatment for students in the three elementary schools   
Trachoma is the leading preventable cause of blindness., The infection causes a thickening of the inside 
eyelid which curls the eyelashes inward to scar the cornea and result in blindness. 
In Walaji elementary more than 90% of the students have trachoma.   
In Bacha elementary and Dangla Riverside elementary schools over 80% have trachoma. 
 
Trachoma can be cured with ONE-time taking of the antibiotic ARITHROMYCIN (generic drug of 
ZITHROMAX by Pfizer)!  It will possibly cost as much as $3 per student.  The alternate way to cure 
trachoma is by 84 supervised applications of tetracycline ointment over 6 months at the lower cost of 
$1.50.  Project Ethiopia hopes to have enough money to cure trachoma with the antibiotic. 
 
Hygiene education at the three elementary schools 
For Ethiopians, whose use of water is among the lowest on earth because of the great difficulty in getting 
any water, the use of precious water to wash hands and faces has understandably been a lower priority 
than drinking and cooking.  Project Ethiopia will work with the schools to get educational materials, 
encourage inspection of hands and eyes, and build an understanding of the relation between washing and 
health.  Student health will be most improved by drinking clean water and washing hands.  Washing eyes 
just once a week prevents re-infection with trachoma  
 
The WHO and UNICEF list these three hygiene behaviors that have the greatest potential health impact  

 Washing hands with soap (or ash or other aid) 
 Safe disposal of children’s feces. 
 Safe water handling and storage.  http://www.thewaterpage.com/basic_needs.htm  page 3 of 18 

 


